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Task: TF-AIR01 

To develop, in close coordination with the SCI SG and IAVW CG, a volcanic ash operationally applicable 

characteristic(s) that can be used as a threshold value for the concept of ―visible ash‖. 

Progress 

The AIR01 task team is working with and supporting the Science Sub-Group, IAVW Coordination Sub-Group 

and IATA on correlating ‗visibility of ash‘ with historical VAAC products.  The team will define any additional 

work to be performed based on coordination with the SCI and IAVW SGs.  

 

Issues identified 

The manufacturers, operators, VAAC‘s and Scientists need to work synergistically to define the most 

appropriate and consistent VAAC products to allow operators to make the most informed safety and efficient 

decisions regarding flight and ground operations during a volcanic eruption event.  

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

The team is composed with support of the SCI and IAVW sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding timelines.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Task: TF-AIR04 

That the AIR04 task team findings (IVATF/2 Report Appendix 3C) be given careful consideration and such 

further action, as required, so as to provide resolutions to the issues raised 

Progress 

ICAO Doc9744 (Flight Safety and Volcanic Ash – Risk management of flight operations with known or 

forecast volcanic ash contamination) has been published by ICAO. The other issues are part of the 

considerations in other groups. The team has been closed down. 

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Not applicable 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Not applicable 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding timelines.  

 

Not applicable 

 

 



 

Task: TF-AIR05 

Determine, in coordination with the SCI SG, how best to relocate and revise guidance for flight into SO2 clouds 

within Chapter 4.7 of Doc 9766 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Although work is ongoing no substantial progress was made over the last three months.  

 

The task should also include consideration of the health effects on aircraft occupants of exposure to volcanic 

SO2. 

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding timelines.  

 

 



 

 

 

Task: TF-AIR06 

Develop maintenance and operations considerations for international General Aviation 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Task TF-AIR06 has been restarted after IVATF/3. A planning document was written and meeting dates for 

phone conferences have been scheduled. 

 

The General Aviation Manufacturers Association has been invited to participate, thanks to ICAO‘s help. It now 

also includes participation of IOPA. Also helicopter associations have been invited to participate. 2 OEMs form 

GA will be invited by GAMA as well. We have tried to get more operational expertise on board. 

 

The task will has split into 2 items: 

- Maintenance and Inspection 

- Use of Safety Case approach for General aviation – discussion with participants 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

The group discusses the following: 

- recommendations from manufacturers for the GA and business aviation aircraft types: how can we 

improve guidance for that (ICAO DOC 9691). 

- should operations with business aircraft be subjected to the same safety risk assessment as is 

recommended to be used for the large transport sector (or simply avoid areas with a low contamination 

of volcanic ash): discussion on this topic will start: the expertise will be made available.  Discussion 

resulted in that volcanic ash should be an intrinsic element of the SMS of operators as per ICAO Annex 

 Part I, II, III. We are discussing what to do for operators AOC for which SMS is not required. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

It has become very clear that the update of ICAO Doc 9691 for the large transport aircraft is only addressing 

fixed wing aircraft with turbofans. It is necessary that this info is updated with the specific susceptibility for 

transport rotorcraft, including illustrations. It has been recommended already during IVATF 2, but it was not 

considered an activity for AIR06. AIR06 task team now is working on getting something for the GA. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding timelines.  

 

AIR01 task team should start working on including data for transport helicopters very soon in order for ICAO 

to make the update of ICAO Doc 9691 more complete.  

 

 



 

Task: TF-AIR07 

To monitor, report and recommend emerging technologies that measure volcanic cloud characteristics of 

concern to aircraft airworthiness. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

No progress from the Team in the last three months. 

 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Industry is still developing detection systems. For the so-called Airborne Volcanic Object Imaging Detector 

(AVOID) tests are ongoing. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the corresponding timelines. 

 

 

 

— END —  


